
 

Mayflower Council Activity Fee FAQ 
We are committed to providing the highest quality Scouting experience for every youth member. This 

FAQ provides details about the upcoming fee adjustment and outlines the essential services the Council 

Activity Fee funds for our units and families. 

Q: What is changing with the Council Activity Fee? 

A: The annual Council Activity Fee will increase from $68 to $85, effective November 1, 2025. This 

adjustment is necessary to ensure the financial stability and continuity of high-quality programs 

throughout the Mayflower Council. 

Q: Why is the fee increasing now? 

A: Like many non-profit organizations, the Mayflower Council is experiencing continuous, significant 

rising costs for essential goods, services, and utilities (such as heating oil, electricity, and insurance). This 

adjustment allows us to absorb these costs and maintain the level of service, facility maintenance, and 

program development that our members expect. 

Q: Does this fee apply to all members? 

A: This fee applies to all registered youth members in Cub Scouting, Scouts BSA, Venturing, and 

Exploring. It does not apply to adult leaders. 

Q: How will the money be spent? 

A: The Council Activity Fee remains local and is used by the Mayflower Council in adherence to our 

adopted Operating budget. Generally, these funds cover: 

●​ Labor to support local programs, camps, and unit service. 

●​ Training development and delivery. 

●​ Administrative costs (Service Center operations, utilities, licenses, and permits). 

●​ Physical asset maintenance and improvements (camps and properties). 

●​ Scholarship and "Campership" funds for youth with financial needs. 

Q: What services does the Mayflower Council provide to support my local unit? 

A: The Council maintains a Service Center and professional staff to handle critical administrative and 

logistical needs, including: 

●​ Processing registrations, subscriptions, and requests to the National Service Center. 

●​ Maintaining records for advancement, membership, and required training. 

●​ Providing essential supplies like literature, forms, certificates, and insignia. 

●​ Publishing a weekly newsletter to keep leaders informed of news and events. 

●​ Managing reservations for long-term and short-term camping, high adventure bases, training 

courses, and council meetings. 



 

Q: How does the Council ensure the safety and protection of our youth and 

leaders? 

A: Protecting our members is paramount. The Council provides: 

●​ Liability Insurance: Maintains a liability policy for the protection of all leaders and chartered 

organizations. 

●​ Accident & Sickness Insurance: Maintains an accident and sickness insurance policy for all 

registered youth and leaders. 

●​ Safety Protocols: Manages and processes mandatory Massachusetts Criminal Offender Records 

Inquiry (CORI) checks and provides assistance with any Safeguarding Youth (Youth Protection) issues 

that may arise. 

●​ Emergency Staffing: Has professional staff available around-the-clock to meet any emergency 

situation. 

Q: What resources does the Council provide for unit program development? 

A: The Council provides extensive, often free, materials and resources, including: 

●​ Program help outlines, a calendar of activities, and sample ceremonies. 

●​ Free awards, ribbons, and certificates (including recruiting awards). 

●​ Recruitment materials (posters, fliers, digital advertising) to help units grow. 

●​ A volunteer Merit Badge Counselor corps available in more than 130 subjects. 

Q: How does the fee support camping and outdoor activities? 

A: The Council is the steward of our local outdoor experience: 

●​ Camp Maintenance: We maintain three dedicated Scout camps, totaling over 1,500 acres, available 

for year-round use, absorbing the costs of repairs, maintenance, insurance, and administration. 

●​ Staffing: Employing full-time camp rangers to protect the facilities and keep them ready for unit 

use. 

●​ High Adventure: Coordinating access for units and youth to national high-adventure bases like 

Philmont Scout Ranch, Northern Tier, Sea Base, and National Jamborees. 

Q: Why are we paying Unit Dues, the Council Activity Fee, and the National 

Membership Fee separately? 

A: Transparency is key. These three bodies—Units, Mayflower Council, and Scouting America National 

Council—have separate financial requirements and budgets. Listing them separately provides 

transparency on what each fund supports: 

●​ National Membership Fee: Supports program consistency, policy, literature development, and 

liability insurance across the country. 

●​ Council Activity Fee: Supports local unit service, professional staff, training, camp maintenance, and 

liability coverage within the Mayflower Council geographic area. 

●​ Unit Dues: Funds the local program, supplies, and activities determined by your Pack or Troop in 



 

concert with your Chartered Organization. 

Q: When and how will the Council Activity Fee be collected? 

A: The fee is collected upon a Scout joining Scouting or during the annual membership renewal process, 

typically on the individual's anniversary month. There are no prorated fees. 

Q: Is there a family discount rate? 

A: Currently, neither the National Council nor the Mayflower Council has a family membership rate that 

the registration software can accommodate. This option may be implementable in the future if software 

updates allow it. 

Q: Will units still charge dues above and beyond these two fees? 

A: Yes, units still determine their own dues to fund their local programs. However, units are encouraged 

to utilize council-sponsored fundraisers, such as the annual popcorn sale, to reduce the need for 

charging high unit dues and to help families "earn their way." 

Q: What is the new Klarna payment option? 

A: We are excited to partner with Klarna to offer a flexible payment option for the annual fees. At 

checkout during online registration or renewal, you can now select Klarna to split the cost into 

manageable, family-friendly payments instead of paying the full amount upfront. 

Q: Who do I contact if I have further questions or need additional assistance? 

A: Units and families should initially reach out to us at membership@mayflowerbsa.org. 


	Mayflower Council Activity Fee FAQ 
	Q: What is changing with the Council Activity Fee? 
	Q: Why is the fee increasing now? 
	Q: Does this fee apply to all members? 
	Q: How will the money be spent? 
	Q: What services does the Mayflower Council provide to support my local unit? 
	Q: How does the Council ensure the safety and protection of our youth and leaders? 
	Q: What resources does the Council provide for unit program development? 
	Q: How does the fee support camping and outdoor activities? 
	Q: Why are we paying Unit Dues, the Council Activity Fee, and the National Membership Fee separately? 
	Q: When and how will the Council Activity Fee be collected? 
	Q: Is there a family discount rate? 
	Q: Will units still charge dues above and beyond these two fees? 
	Q: What is the new Klarna payment option? 
	Q: Who do I contact if I have further questions or need additional assistance? 


